
 
 
 
Kia ora koutou 
 
I know the news today will be starting to sink in, but as a community, even though it will be hard, 
we need to take this isolation seriously so that we can return to normal as soon as possible. We 
all have a clear role here to slow the spread of COVID-19. The government has stated that we all 
need to isolate in our homes for 4 weeks with minimal movement. 
 
If you need to have your child cared for by someone else you will need to identify that person or 
people as part of your self-isolated group. This will need to be done by midnight Wednesday and 
the group must remain the same for the whole 4 week period. The caregiver’s own group (eg, 
their partner and children), your child and your own group (eg, your parents and other children) 
become one group. This group needs to be limited to minimise any risk of spread and should be 
no more than 20 people. 
 
We have also been advised that the school holidays will start earlier than planned. 
 
Holidays will officially take place between Monday 30 March and Tuesday 15th April so teachers 
will not be readily available during this time, as they will also need the opportunity to rest as well. 
 
Teachers will, however, be available for the rest of this week and after the 15th April. In another 
email in the next few days, I will provide the email addresses of all of our teachers. The main way 
of communicating with you will be through Seesaw and Google Classroom. 
 
The Ministry of Education has also set up a website called Learning from Home. The link is 
https://learningfromhome.govt.nz/ but please remember you can choose what to do with your 
children. Learning can also happen through play and chores. 
 
We will not be checking up on you, although we do encourage your children to do as much 
reading as possible during this time and we have supplied some online reading links on our 
school webpage. 
 
Having you read or tell your child stories all counts. That is what is important. 
 
If you would like to come in to collect your child's writing book and a pencil tomorrow, we will 
have these available in the office from 9am until 12.30pm. 
 
Finally, we have been asked to be open tomorrow (Tuesday) for any children who have parents in 
essential services - please see the list below... 
 
1. Accommodation 
Accommodation services for essential workers and people who need to be isolated/quarantined 
 



 
2. Border 
Customs New Zealand, Immigration New Zealand and the Ministry for Primary Industries 
 
3. Building and construction 
Building and construction related to essential services, critical infrastructure, or immediately 
needed to maintain human health and safety at home/work 
 
4. Courts, tribunals and the justice system 
Courts of New Zealand and tribunals 
 
5.Critical Crown entities (eg Electoral Commission) 
 
6.Fast-moving consumer goods 
Businesses involved in the supply, delivery, distribution and sale of food, beverage and other key 
consumer goods (but not takeaway shops) 
 
7.Financial services 
Banks, insurers and other financial institutions 
 
8.Health 
Hospitals, primary care clinics, pharmacies, medical laboratories, care facilities 
Ambulance services 
Mortuary services 
 
9.Local and national government 
Any entity involved in COVID-19 response or that has civil defence/emergency management 
functions 
 
10. Key public services 
Primary industries, including food and beverage production and processing 
Packaging, production and processing of food and beverage products 
Food safety and verification, inspection or associated laboratory services, food safety and 
biosecurity functions 
 
11. Veterinary and animal health/welfare services 
 
12.Public safety and national security 
 
13.Emergency services 
 
14.Security and intelligence services 
 
15.Justice system 
 



 
16.Public safety and national security roles 
 
17.Science 
Any entity (including research organisations) involved in COVID-19 response, hazard monitoring, 
resilience, diagnostics for essential services 
 
18.Social services 
Welfare and social services, including NGOs, which meet immediate needs (further guidance will 
be provided) 
 
19.Transport and logistics 
Transport services 
 
20.New Zealand Post and courier services 
Any small passenger service vehicle driver – including taxis and ride-share services 
 
21.Utilities and communications, including supply chains 
 
22.Electricity, gas, water, waste, fuel, telecommunication services, internet providers and media 
 
As we will be on a skeleton staff please ensure you do actually fit into this essential services 
category as we will only be able to provide childcare for those children of essential workers. 
 
No classes or Out of School Care will be running. 
 
Please, please let me know if you and your whānau are struggling and we will do our best to help 
you. You are part of our DRS community and we are here for you. Do not feel you are ALONE. 
 
Please contact me by email or by text (ph: 021 496 961) if anybody needs to get in touch. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lesley Mitchell 
Principal 


